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Letter from the Editor  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE    

http://www.pwhbc.com  

Presidents Message  
Here we sit as fans of the Hawks, enjoying a 

great start to the 2010 -11 season.  As we get to 

the end of the first month, we have a team that 

is still coming together.  Expectations for this 

team have never been higher.  As we support the 

game of hockey we must remember that fan, 

comes from fanatic, and we as supporters of 

hockey in the Portland area are of course fans of 

the Portland Winterhawks.  As we enjoy the good 

play and success of the team, we gain 

expectations that sometimes take away from our 

enjoyment of the game.  Major Junior Hockey is 

the stepping stone for kids living out there 

dreams.  While fans have a right to cheer, they 

also have a right to show their displeasure.  

After a recent set back, many fans were 

naturally disappointed with the outcome of the 

game.  But in reality, I believe the players were 

equally frustrated with their play.  Remember, 

these players are living away from home, learning 

to play at the next level and even with the draft 

picks, and the taste of the NHL, they are still 

young men.  As we celebrate Parents Weekend, 

remember that these moms and dads are trusting 

Portland with their kids.  Lets all show the 

families of these young men that we as fans are 

here to support their dreams and treat them 

with respect.  Portland should be a town players 

want to come to, lets not disappoint them.  

Continued on page 6 

Booster Club 

HAWKEY TALK - OCTOBER 2010-11 

Welcome to all the Parents of Winterhawks Players 
for the Annual Parent's Weekend. This year, the 
event comes much earlier in the season, prior to the 
team heading off on the "Eastern Swing.ò This year, 
with such a strong, contending team, it often is 
tough to concentrate with distractions. The "Swing,ò  
Parents weekend and other such events are big for 
the player's parents, in that it marks usually the only 
time, they get to see their son in hockey action all 
season long.  
 
The schedule has worked out in that the team has a 
longer homestand right now to allow for more 
visiting time with players and their parents. The 
Booster Club also takes part in this weekend, by 
giving a packet to each parent with their son's photo, 
button and a copy of this newsletter. Often, we hear 
from parents about the newsletter being a great link 
to catch up on activities off the ice by players and 
we thank them for their support. 
 
Now onto business. As many of you know from the 
Booster Club meeting, their will be adjustments to 
the meeting dates in December and January owing 
to the schedule and game times. December's 
meeting will follow the December 10 game at the 
Rose Garden as will the January 22 meeting as it is 
an afternoon game.  
 
The Booster Club has 4 Jerseys for Raffles through 
to the end of the season. Added to the Ken 
Yaremchuk 1986-87 Toronto Maple Leaf's 
Preseason and the Chris Francis 2008-09 Portland 
Buckaroo throwback Jersey, we have added the 
2009-10 Tayler Jordan AWAY Jersey and the Troy 
Rutkowski 2007-08 Alternate 3rd Jersey with 
"PORTLAND' across the mid-section. Tickets are $2 
each or 3 for $5. 
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BUS TRIPS!  
The Booster Club is once again planning trips, 
all are Welcome, discounts to members: 
 
January 29th  -  Seattle Thunderbirds 
March 5th  -  7th  -  Vancouver Giants and  
Chilliwack Bruins. 
 

Check with the Booster Club Table for 
more Information and Pricing.  

Pizza Blast Update Shows  
New locationðFlying Pie Pizza in Milwaukie! 

 
Monday, October 25th 
#31 Mac Carruth, #30 Keith Hamilton, #23 Seth 
Swenson, #25 Taylor Peters, #28 Brendan Leipsic 
and #51 Derrick Pouliot  

Monday, November 29th 
(TBA) 

Monday, December 13th 
(TBA) 

Monday, January 17th 
(TBA) 

Monday, February 14th 
(TBA) 

Monday, March 14th 
(TBA) 

Dates and Players Subject to change  
please check at the Booster Club Table for updates! 

Booster Club Meeting Dates  
 
Saturday, October 30th -  Memorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, November 20th  -  Memorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, December 11th  -  Rose Garden 
 
Saturday, January 22nd  -  Memorial Coliseum 
 
Saturday, February 19th  -  Memorial Coliseum  
   (Nominations Meeting) 
 
Sunday, March 20th  -  Rose Garden  
   (Elections Meeting) 
 

2010 - 11 Board Members  
 

President  -  Stuart Kemp 
Vice President  -  Andy Potter 
Recording Secretary  -  John Fisher 
Treasurer  -  Debi Koberstein 
Corresponding Secretary  -  Cathy Kemp 
Sgt at Arms  -  Ron Spencer 
Past President  -  Linda Donaldson 
Council Member  -  Tammy Hall 
Council Member  -  Carl Savage 
Council Member  -  Richard Thomas 
Council Member  -  Elke Thomas 
Council Member  -  Marian Brown 
Council Member  -  MaryEllen Brown 

Players of the Month 2010 - 11  
 

2009-10 Fan Favorite ð #22 Nino Niederreiter 
 
October ð  
 
November ð   
 
December ð  
 
January ð  
 
February ð  
 
2010-11 Fan Favorite ð  
 

Remember to vote for the 2010 ð2011 players!  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

Portland Winterhawks Booster Club (PWHBC)  
Post Office Box 6768  

Portland, Oregon 97228 -6768 
  

Email:  ñpwhbc@comcast.netò  
Twitter.com   -  ñPWHBCò  

Facebook.com   -  ñPortland Winterhawks Booster Clubò 
 
 

At All Home Games Staff Are Available at the Booster Club Table  
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If you look at the Chinese calendar, the last ñYear of the Ratò was 2008 and the 
next one isnôt scheduled until 2020éwell, the Portland Winterhawks version of the 
ñYear of the Ratò may have just started during the 2010-11 WHL Hockey Season. 
The team is 13 games into the season at this writing and 17 year old second year 
forward Ty Rattie is currently leading the Hawks in scoring and is third overall in 
league scoring with 23 points on nine goals and 14 assists.  His linemate Sven 
Bärtschi is fourth in the league and leading all rookie scorers with 20 points on 

nine goals and 11 assists. 
 
By comparison, Chris Francis led Portland in scoring in 2009-10 with 82 points as a 20 year 
old, but he didnôt reach the 23 point plateau until the Hawks 17th game.  Also, if youôre  
comparing Swiss players, Nino Niederreiter didnôt hit the 20 point plateau until the Hawks 23rd 
game.   
 
Quite the start for the two draft eligible players who should be moving up the draft rankings as 
we progress through the regular season. 
 
On the back-end, Mac Carruth was named the WHL Goaltender of the Week for the week 
ending October 24th, and is currently leading the entire WHL in Goals Against Average at 
1.58 and Save Percentage at 95.2%.  Mac had to recover from a hamstring injury at the start 
of the season, but he has come on strong to show that he wants to be the guy to carry the 
load for the Hawks. 
 
Certainly, the 10-2-0-1 record to start the year has everyone excited to see what this team 
can do the rest of the way and into the postseason.  The Hawks have four more home games 
before heading to the prairies of Saskatchewan and Manitoba for the six game Eastern Swing 
in early to mid-November.  That trip is always a grind with lots of bus miles, but the team has 
shown that they are road warriors, starting the year with a 6-1-0-0 road record. 
 
Long bus trips like that are also a good way for a team to bond and become a cohesive unit.  
With a mostly veteran line-up, the Hawks are already ahead of the game with team chemistry 
but these trips can help indoctrinate the rookies into the organization and give players like 
Derrick Pouliot and Brendan Leipsic an opportunity to play in front of their home provinces for 
the first time in the WHL. 
 
Also, by the time you read this, a decision will most likely have been made about the fate of 
Niederreiter as he is scheduled to play in his ninth NHL game on October 27th in Montreal.  If 
he dresses for his 10th game for the Islanders, that means his NHL contract kicks in for the 
full season and he will most likely remain in New York for the year.  If they decide to return 
Nino to Portland, he would add just another weapon into the Winterhawks arsenal for what 
should be a promising run in 2010-11. 
 
All in alléthe early season has been a lot of fun to watch and as we enter the long grind 
through the winter months, the support you provide as Winterhawk Booster Club members is 
outstanding and the team appreciates it.    
 
Hereôs to a strong November and as alwaysé.GO HAWKS!! 

 

Year of the Rat? 

By Andy Kemper 
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.Booster Club Newsletter ï Oct 2010 

The start of the 2010-11 season can best be described as disjointed, with seven players still 

away at pro camps when the first game was played in Seattle. But thatôs the life of WHL teams 

who have players talented enough to last through the first stages of NHL camps.  

Although it was difficult to practice and prepare for the opening of the season it was exciting for 

our group to follow the success of those players at NHL preseason tournaments and in 

preseason games. Every player when they first put on skates dreams of one day being in the 

NHL. For those players who returned over the last few weeks it was good to see the look in 

their eyes as they described how camp went and how they feel that they can definitely play at 

that level. And for the guys who remained with us it also inspired them to believe that the 

opportunity might be theirs next year.  

Once the season gets underway, getting off to a fast start is the goal of all teams. It takes pressure off teams and 

individuals and also makes the tough part of the schedule easier. Our team had tough games on the road in Vancouver, 

Spokane, Everett, Kelowna, Kamloops and responded well in each situation. The Spokane sweep was key, because we 

didnôt deserve to win both games but our poise and experience came through and allowed us to get four points. Iôm sure 

we would have lost one of those games in previous seasons but now our team has learned how to handle adversity and 

find ways to win. 

People often ask what Iôm pleased with and what our challenges are as a team. Well, so far as a coaching staff we are 

pleased with our penalty kill and goals against average. Those were two areas we focused on during the offseason and 

set that as a priority early in the season. Travis Green has done a remarkable job with the penalty kill ï developing it into 

one of the best special teams unit in the league. These are two key areas which allow you to be a successful playoff 

team. 

As far as areas to improve I feel right now our offensive game is not where it should be. The basic premise of how we 

play is puck movement and skating. Also, our team play is not in sync yet which is evident in our forecheck, backcheck 

and neutral zone play. The easiest way to fix our offensive game and team play is hours of practice and the reality is that 

we havenôt had quality practice time due to the schedule and also players being away at pro camps. These last two 

weeks in October and the first week in November provide us with a ñtraining blockò. This is a time when we play few 

games which allows us to focus on demanding, lengthy practices and extra fitness workouts. Believe me our team really 

needs this and it will have a benefit later in November. 

I expect that our offensive game will begin to improve as younger players start to get their confidence in offensive 

situations. We lost key players like Chris Francis, Luke Walker and Nino Niederreiter who contributed 89 goals and 199 

points so the challenge to keep up with last yearôs scoring will have to be spread out amongst the group. Scoring by 

committee will make our team hard to play against and also make it difficult for opposing teams to know who to match up 

against.  

Speaking of Nino, we should know in the next few days whether he will be staying with the Islanders or returning to 

Portland. Regardless of which way the decision goes I believe from watching him play that he will be a very good pro for 

a long time. Itôs a great story of a guy who left home to come to another country with the purpose of finding a way to 

make it. He definitely deserves everything he has been rewarded with. 
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October Player  -  # 28 Brendan Leipsic 

Brendan, Thank you for being part of this years edition of Hawk Rookie Q&A. 
 
HTð Brendan, can you tell us a bit about what training camp with the Hawks was like for you 
this season? 
 
BLð I think I learned a lot about how to be a professional and stuff like that.  At the end every 
player who came through camp is going to be mentally stronger. 
 

HTð As a mid round Bantam pick, what things did you work on over the summer to help make this team 
this year? 
 
BLð I just worked on getting bigger, faster and stronger. Same as every summer, but  made my goals big 
to make the team this year. 
 
HTð When did you find out that you were going to  make the Hawks for the 2010-11 season? 
 
BLð I found out during training camp.  It was a big sigh of relief. 
 
HTð Portland has some other young players from Manitoba, did you play with or against guys like Derrick 
Pouliot and Taylor Leir?  (Editor's note, Pouliot and Leir are from Saskatchewan not Manitoba) 
 
BLð They are from Saskatchewan, but in the summer I did play against them so I am familiar with those 
guys. 
 
HTð Can you tell us a bit about your home town? 
 
BLð I am from Winnipeg, capital of Manitoba.  It is pretty much a hockey town. 
 
HTð Besides hockey, what kind of things do you like to do for fun? 
 
BLð I like to go to the lake, hang out with friends, play football and go swimming. 
 
HTð What about your family?  Tell us about your parents, any brothers or sisters? 
 
BLð I have a younger brother, Jeremey, and sister, Emma.  My sister use to play hockey, and my brother 
still plays at a high level. 
 
HTð As a young player in the WHL, how is school going for you?  How does it compare to school at home? 
 
BLð I went to a private school back home so the transition to Milwaukie hasnôt been to tough. 
 
HTð If you had to choose between coaching or becoming a referee after your playing days are over, which 
would you pick and why? 
 
BLð I would pick coach, you are still around the players and it is as close as playing as you can get. 
 
HTð Last questioné  now that you have made it to the WHL, what would you tell the next set of youth 
playing hockey to do to make it to the WHL like you have? 
 
BLð Keep working hard, set your standards high and expect nothing less from yourself. 
 
Brendan, thanks for being part of the Q&A, best of luck for the remainder of the season. 
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The First Goal/ First Penalty contest has been a resounding success with near sellouts at all games thus far. It's a 
fun way to participate in each home game and the luck of the draw means some wild possibilities. If you haven't 
already tried it out, stop by the Booster Club table to learn more. 
 
As we are operating as a 501(c)3 Charitable Organization this season, we are required by law to post all regulations 
surrounding raffles. You will find them at the Booster Club table and online as well. 

 
We have the player action photos and buttons at the table and are about ready to unveil the action photo buttons. 
We also hope to unveil a calendar this year as well in time for Thanksgiving and Christmas. We'll keep you posted on 
those details. 
 
Speaking of Christmas, the Annual Player Decorated Christmas Ornament Auction is fast approaching. This year, 
players designed an ornament for auction, one for their billet and a third one to go on a tree for the Shriner's 
Hospital. Look for the photos of the ornaments at the Booster Club table soon and bid on your favorites. 
 
The Booster Club is fast approaching last year's banner year on membership and with a great deal of new members. 
We would like to thank all of those who have stopped by to sign up, renew or even inquire. We hope you are 
enjoying the fun. 
 
Two bus trips are scheduled for this season, one to Kent, WA vs. Seattle Thunderbirds on January 29 and the other 
"The Great Canadian Escape" to Vancouver, and Chilliwack, BC, Booster Club members save on each bus trip! Just 
a reminder that the Canadian Trip requires you to have a Passport or Enhanced Drivers License if you are a 
Washington State Resident. Information is on the website www.pwhbc.com or at all home games. 
 
Don't forget the monthly Pizza Blast Parties with select Winterhawks Players at Flying Pie Pizza in Milwaukie, OR. 
Get there early to stake your spot and have fun! You can purchase buttons, photos and raffle tickets at each event 
for great prizes donated by The Portland Winterhawks Hockey Club, plus bid on great one of a kind photos and 
more. Your support helps to fund Minor Hockey in the State of Oregon. 
 
We'll see you at the next Booster Club Meeting on Saturday, November 20, 2010 in the US Plywood Room at the 
Memorial Coliseum. 
 
Stuart Kemp, President 
Portland Winterhawks Booster Club 
www.pwhbc.com 
(360) 852-5081 
 

Presidentôs Message Continued 

Former Winterhawk  -  Braydon Couburn 

As a new feature we are going see what former Portland Winterhawks are up to. This month we look at 
former defensemen and current Philadelphia Flyer, Braydon Couburn. 
 
Braydon Coburn was born February 27, 1985 in Calgary, Alberta.  Coburn played four seasons with 
Portland tallying 131 points (29-102-131). While playing in Portland he was the 2003-04 winner of the 
WHL's Humanitarian Award, he was also the WHL's Rookie of the Year in 2001-02 and a member of 
Canada's Gold Medal World Junior Team in 2005. 
 
Couburn was a  first round, eighth overall selection of the Atlanta Thrashers in the 2003 NHL Entry 
Draft.  Couburn remained with the Hawks for two seasons after being drafted. 
 
In the spring of 2005, Coburn joined the AHL's Chicago Wolves for its run to the Calder Cup final 
against the eventual Cup champions from Philadelphia before making his NHL debut with Atlanta during 

the 2005-06 season.  
 
In the 2006-07 season, Coburn appeared in 29 games with the Thrashers before being dealt to the Philadelphia Flyers for Alexei 
Zhitnik.  Couburn played in the 2010 Stanley Cup Final as a member of the of the Flyers, where he will again hope to help lead the 
Flyers again this season. 
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Finding El Ninoé 
(As the Islander Faithful have Nick Named himé) 

Nino, congrats on not only being drafted, but also making it to the roster of the New York Islanders.  
Thanks for taking a few minutes to update the Portland fans on what you are up to... 
 
HTð Nino, can you tell us about the pre draft camps and how those impacted you as a player? 
 
NNð I think I learned a lot during that time, how to be a professional and stuff like that.  At the end 
every player who came through that is going to be mentally stronger. 
 

HTðDid having Ryan Johansen around most of the time help keep you going? 
 
NNð I love Ryan, he was a great friend on the ice and off the ice.  At the end we just 
played hockey together and it worked out perfectly for both of us. 
 
HTðThe camp interview that you and he did was fantastic, tell us about it? 
 
NNð I donôt know which interview, but if it is the one from the combine, it was just 
hilarious, no words for thaté   
 
HTðHow different was training camp with the Islanders compared to the Hawks? 
 
NNð It was really different, more battles, better players and you just could feel you were 
playing against men and it is not junior hockey anymore. 
 
HTðYou scored your first goal of the season the other night, can you tell us what that was like? 
 
NNð I think it was a fantastic moment, which I am never going to forget. 
 
HTðCan you tell us about your new number, anything particular about #25? 
 
NNð Right after I got drafted to the Islanders, I was looking to see if someone has the #22, but then I figured out it was 
hanging in the raftersé  :) So when I came to NY they just gave me #25, so now I am using it ha ha haé  :) 
 
HTðDid having Luca in Portland last season help with your transition to the NHL? 
 
NNð No, not reallyé  I think it was great to have him on the team like everybody that was on the team.  Everybody 
knows he is a great player. 
 
HTðWhat are your goals this season in the NHL? 
 
NNð I don't really have any goals yet.  I am still waiting for the decision to what is going on, if I am staying here in NY or 
not.  In the end, either way (NY or Portland) it is going to be great. 
 
HTðHow does Portland compare to New York? Are you living on your own this year? 
 
NNð In Portland I had a great billet family which helped me a lot last season.  Now I am in a hotel by myself and it is a 
big difference between someone and being alone. 
 
HTðNow that you are playing in the NHL, anything that you would like to say to your fans back here in Portland? 
 
NNð What ever happens this season I will never forget the time I had in Portland.  I loved the fans, I loved the 
organization and I loved the city.  I will always come back and visit. 
 
Nino, continued successôs in your game, and thanks for taking a few minutes with us.  

Now... 
And thené. 
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First Goal and First Penalty Contest  
 

On September 27, 2010, we began our ñFirst Goalò and ñFirst Penaltyò contests. All proceeds from these two 
contests, conducted during home games, will go to the costs of creating and producing the Winterhawks 
Playersô Yearbooks.  The winner in each category receives 50% of the funds collected for each contest.  Stop 
by the Portland Winterhawks Booster Club table prior to 10 minutes before the start of the hockey game and 
purchase your chips. You may also be a winner.  

 

Here is a rundown of the rules of the contest(s):  

 

1) For a chance to win 50% of the monies collected for the first goal scored/first penalty committed in the 
game, purchase, then draw one or more chips from the ñFirst Goalò and/or ñFirst Penaltyò containers. Each 
chip costs $1.00.  

2) Each chip contains a playerôs name; only one chip per player is placed in each container. There will be 
only one (1) winner if a ñfirst goalò is scored and/or a ñfirst penaltyò is called. 

3) Playersô names will be those identified on the handout known as the ñGame Lineupò. Scratches known 
prior to 6:00 PM (or one hour before game starts) due to injury or other appropriate reason will not be 
entered into the contest. Otherwise, all other players listed on the game lineup sheet will be included. 
Chances of winning depend on the number of chips sold.  

4) Retain this chip(s) until the first goal/first penalty is scored/committed and announced in the arena. If there 
is a change in the player scoring the first goal or committing the first penalty within the same period, the 
corrected playerôs chip(s) will be deemed the winner(s). Once monies have been distributed, all other 
potential claims due to official scoring or penalty changes will not  be honored.  

5) If you hold the chip with the playerôs name that scores the first goal/commits the first penalty: 
 a. The winning chip(s) must be  brought to the Portland Winterhawks Booster Club (PWHBC) table within 

10 minutes after the end of the period in which the first goal was scored or the first penalty committed.  
 b. If a first goal or first penalty is not scored/committed until the third period, overtime period or a shoot -

out, the winning chip must be  brought to the PWHBC table within 10 minutes after the end of the game 
(after the 3 Stars Presentation).  

 c. Payment for the winning chip(s) will consist of 50% of the monies collected from the sale of the ñFirst 
Goalò and the ñFirst Penaltyò chips. 

6) Failure to make a claim with the winning chip(s) within the allotted times as described in 5a and 5b, the 
monies collected will be forfeited without further recourse and retained by the PWHBC.  

7) If no goal is scored and/or no penalty called during the entire game or if no one draws the playerôs name 

that scored or was penalized, the monies collected will be retained by the PWHBC and added to the 

Playersô Yearbook account. 

 

Come on by and be part of the new contests, have some fun and support the Players Yearbook fund!  

First Goal and First Penalty  
Winners 

 
Date  First Goal  First Penalty 
09-27-10 Marian Brown  Sandy Anderson 
10-02-10 Carrie Schiffletti Carrie Schiffletti 
10-03-10 Carrie Schiffletti No Winner 
10-13-10 Cathy Kemp  Leroy Whiteside 
10-20-10 Kristyn Ackerman No Claim Made 
10-22-10 Beth Bernier  Linda Allen 
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Booster Club Member Birthdays!  

September  
 
Eric BrownðBradley ClarkðKim Doughertyð
Pat EdwardsðDave HeinrichðDave 
HoeneckeðSusannah HotovecðBrad Keithð
Mike MezaðDick VroomanðRoberta 
VroomanðMegan WaletichðScott Western 

October  
 

Gina AcostaðAllie ArmitageðMarilyn 
BarnhartðBob BoboskyðBryson Bridgesð
MaryEllen BrownðLois CollinsðDonna 
CrokerðMarie CurtinðJim EdwardsðJeff 
FrischðMark HallðBurt IamsðMichelle 
LarsonðLonna MarshallðGwendolyn Mock-
ScottðCindi MorrowðSebastian Okhovatð
Bonnie RoutðLarry SchlesserðCarrie 
ShiffletteðTamara SpencerðJanice Stonerð
Brianna WesternðSandra Wodesky 

November  
 

Patti BrintnallðTobi CheekðJohn Fisherð
Cheryl FrischðFlora HuberðDerika 
KammererðBill McClellandðArdyce Mooreð
Rebecca PerryðKelley PierceðScott Pierceð
Ryan PoteetðMonica RodalðBernard 
SchreinerðLisa StanleyðArthina Straightð
Daniel StraightðJacque Thomas 

Booster Club Raffles ! 

 
The Portland Winterhawks Boosters Club has four fantastic jerseyôs that we are raffling off this season.  Ticket for these 
jerseys will be sold through out the season.  For official rules and details please stop by the Booster Club table, or find 

the information on 
our website at 
www.pwhbc.com.  
These are the 
four jerseyôs 
being raffled off 
this season.  
Drawing will be 
held on March 
18th, you need 
not be present to 
win. All three 
Hawk Jerseys 
have been 
signed by the 
players. 

 
Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to 

you, Happy Birthday Booster Club 
members, Happy Birthday to you é  

and many more!  


