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Editorõs Notes 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE    
http://www.pwhbc.com 

Presidents Message 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 
Susan Orling this month. She was confined to a 
wheelchair and in the past couple years in failing health. 
However, she did her best to come and cheer on our 
Portland Winterhawks. Susan came to the Booster Club 
Tables at every game to say ñHello and talk a little 
hockey.ò She attended most all monthly meetings and 
supported the 100-Square Game without fail. To the 
family and friends we send our condolences. 
Remembering, ñHockey-Is-Family!ò 
 
Our Pre-Season Membership Drive will begin in February 
and end after the Winterhawks Season ends.  Be sure to 
check at the Membership Table if you have any 
questions or wish to sign up for all of next season now.  
Those who sign up during the Pre-Season Membership 
Drive will be entered into a Team Signed Stick Raffle. 
 
Donations are always welcome and a Tax-Deduction 
Letter satisfying the IRS Rules can be provided on 
request. 
 
In addition to ñcashò donations there are ñIn Kindò 
donations.  These are items such as hockey 
memorabilia, and other items that the Booster Club can 
use to promote our programs.  Anyone can donate 
regardless of being a member. 
 
The players really appreciated the memberships 
contributions to the Annual Christmas Gift Bags. The 
bags were filled to overflowing thanks to your generosity 
once again this season.   
 
Donôt forget we have openings on an overnight trip to 
Kennewick and Kent for two games.  We have only 12 
seats that need to be filled,  If you are interested in a fun 
filled couple of days, please check at the Booster Club 
Membership Table for details. All Fans are Welcome on 
the Booster Club Fan Bus Trips. You do not need to be a 
member. The dates are Saturday, March 3 thru Sunday, 
March 4, 2018.  It is truly Fun For All and the Playerôs 
really enjoy seeing their Fans in the bleachers.  

Continued on Page  3 

    Booster Club  

A 501 (c)(3) Charitable Organization 

HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER  -  DECEMBER 2017 

With the holidays now over, attention turns fast to trade 
deadline. With all teams well past the halfway point of 
the season, the focus now shifts to the rapidly approach-
ing playoff run, or for some teams, an overhaul of their 
franchise for next season and seasons to come. It is 
nerve-wracking position for players, all of whom are 16-
20 years of age, many with their first WHL team and 
have settled in with friends, schools and more, only to 
find out that they may be on the chopping block. It is a 
business when you get to the pros, but many have not 
quite reached that stage and when they get that call that 
they are being moved, it can be a traumatic shock. As 
the Hawks are in the thick of things for the division and 
conference, they were certain to watch the wire closely. 
 
In the end, the Hawks did make some moves and with 

them, the appearance of looking well into a longer run 
come playoff time. They acquired Lukas MacKenzie 
from Red Deer for a  sixth round draft choice in 2020 
and then made a monster deal with Prince George that 
takes some of their youth in Connor Bowie and Illijah 
Colina along with five draft picks from 2018-20. One of 
which is conditional for defenseman Dennis Cholkowski 
who was drafted and signed by the Detroit Red Wings 
and goaltender Ty Taylor who is 18 and will be in com-
petition with Shane Farkas for next year's starting duties 
as Cole Kehler will age out this season. The Hawks 
made a late deal with Everett to get a fifth round draft 
choice in 2020 for Bronson Sharp. 

For many fans, losing players like Colina and Sharp is 
tough as they watched them develop over the past cou-
ple of years and Bowie who was at camp twice and ex-
celled in many fan's opinions was going to be a standout 
player. Fans will welcome Mackenzie, Taylor and Chol-
kowski as they make their debuts this coming weekend 
with three games in as many nights. Taylor may pick up 
a game or two, but will have the toughest time cracking 
the lineup with two established goaltenders already in 
tow.  
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Booster Club Fan Bus Trips 
(PLEASE CALENDAR THESE DATES) 

 
EVERETT SIVERTIPS  -  DAY TRIP 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 

 
ROYAL VICTORIAN WEEKENDER CIRCLE TOUR 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 thru 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 
KENNEWICK, KENT CONNECTION (Overnight) 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 thru 
Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 
Booster Club Trips are Open to All Fans! 

Subject to Change, 
please check at the Booster Club Table for updates! 

Booster Club General Membership Meetings 
 

2017-18 Hockey Season 
Board Members @ 3:00 pm 

General Membership @ 3:30 pm 
 

Saturday, September 30, 2017  (MC) 
Saturday, October 14, 2017  (VMC) 
Saturday, November 18, 2017  (VMC) 
Saturday, December 16, 2017  (VMC) 
Sunday, January 14, 2018  (VMC)  (R) 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 (Nominations) (MC) 
Saturday, March 10, 2018 (Elections) (VMC) 

 
MC  -  Courtside Club 
VMC  -  Simpson Room 
R  -  Rescheduled Date 

ALL TIMES AND VENUES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER 
 

John Fisher, Editor 
Teri Kuffler, Co-Editor 
 

2017 - 18 Board of Directors 
 

President  -  Stuart Kemp 
Vice President  -  Megan Waletich 
Corporate Secretary  -  John Fisher 
Treasurer  -  MaryEllen Brown 
Corresponding Secretary  -  Cathy Kemp 
Sgt at Arms  -  Marilyn Barnhart 
Council Member  -  Teri Kuffler 
Council Member  -  Christi Fox 
Council Member  -  Marilly Wiese 
Council Member  -  Richard Thomas 
Council Member  -  Elke Thomas 
Council Member  -  Rachel Keen 

2017-18 
BOOSTER CLUB MEMORIAL TROPHY 
MOST POPULAR PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

 
#43  -  SKYLER MACKENZIE 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

Portland Winterhawks Booster Club (PWHBC) 
Post Office Box 6768 

Portland, Oregon 97228-6768 
 

 Website:  www.pwhbc.com 
Email:  ñpwhbc@comcast.netò  
Twitter.com  -  ñPWHBCò  

Facebook.com:  -  ñPortland Winterhawks Booster Clubò and at 
ñPortlandWinterhawks BoosterClubò 

 

At All Home Games Staff Are Available at the Booster Club Table  
 
 

HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER 
 

Email:  HAWKEYTALK@gmail.com 
 

FM RADIO ASSIGNMENTS IN VENUES:  VMC 87.9  / MC (RG) 98.1  
 

BOOSTER CLUB LOCATIONS:  VMC ñGGò / MC ñA-12ò 

Your Portland Winterhawks Booster Club has won the 
top award for ñNon-Profit Transparencyò and ranks 
within the top one-percent of the tens-of-thousands of 
Non-Profits Nationwide. 
Check out www.pwhbc.com and ñclickò on the 
GuideStar Box at the top of the page for details. 
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SECURITY AT GAMES 

 
With the recent changes to security at the games, we 
want to make sure you are aware of what isn't permitted 
at the venues. With weather changing to more inclement 
and people bringing items like umbrellas, we want to 
make sure you know in advance. 
 
Aerosol cans 
Beach balls 
Bags larger than 14òx14òx6ò 
Car seats or strollers 
Face Masks 
Fireworks 
Frisbees 
Food or Beverage 
Hockey Sticks 
Helium Balloons 
Illegal substances 
Laser Pointers or similar devices. 
Mace or pepper spray 
Optical Illusions. Items intended interfere with the ability 
of the eye to perceive depth or distance (such as pin 
wheels or umbrellas) 
Poles or selfie-sticks 
Tripods 
Umbrellas (small collapsible umbrellas that fit inside a 
purse will be allowed. 
Whistles, air horns and plastic horns 
Weapons (including guns and knives of any size) 

As a part of the Rose Quarterôs on-going commitment to 
fan security and safety, the Rose Quarter has 
implemented a ñSmall Bag Onlyò policy for all events, 
including Winterhawks games, in both the Moda Center 
and VMC.  This means that no bags larger than 14 
inches wide, by 14 inches tall and 6 inches deep will be 
allowed into the venues.  This policy is in place for every 
bag brought into the arena including purses, backpacks, 
diaper bags, totes and medical equipment bags.  This 
policy will be strictly enforced starting with Opening Night 
on Saturday, September 30, 2017. 
 
There are no exceptions, so please plan accordingly. 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE (Continued from Page 1) 
 
The Booster Club continues its run toward the end of the 
season and post season with a few new items that have 
been a hit at the table thus far. ñOne night only auctionsò 
that feature some rare, sometimes signed memorabilia 
and collectibles. We look forward to seeing what we will 
get in the box to bring to you.  
 

In addition, the big fundraiser that occurs each year is the 
Christmas Ornament Auction. it was again a great 
success with homes found for all of the specially 
decorated glass ornaments. Bidding wars took place on 
many and certainly the love for these one of a kind 
treasurers lives on. Thank you to all of our bidders and 
winners! 
 

Speaking of winners, our first three raffles are in the 
books with the player yearbook, stadium jacket and 
Marian Hossa jersey. Now we shift to the Cody Glass 
replica Las Vegas Golden Knights jersey, which is signed 
and to make the situation even more interesting, we have 
a second prize of a signed photo and commemorative 
puck honoring the first ever regular season game held at 
the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. This raffle runs through 
the final regular season game in March. 
 

Speaking of the road, if you have not yet signed up for 
the overnight trip to Kennewick and Kent, you had better 
hurry. We want to make this trip go and need your help to 
do it. March 3 and 4 with two games, an overnight stay at 
the Red Lion Kennewick and breakfast in the morning. It 
is a trip that should be a blast with two tough US Division 
teams. See us at the membership table to reserve your 
spot today. Twelve seats remain for this fan bus trip, so 
get on board. 
 

With seemingly every team in the WHL making deals, 
some huge blockbuster trades, it is certain that the next 
two months will be some incredible hockey and some of 
the biggest battles across the league.  
 

We look forward to the next month or so as we get ready 
to start our annual Pre-Season Membership Drive and 
signing up new members for the 2018-19 season.  
 

Thank you for being a part of the club this season and we 
will look forward to our next edition of HawkeyTalk with 
more news and information. 

 

 

http://winterhawks.com/smallbagsonly
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OREGON SPORTS NEWS 

By Stuart Kemp 
December 1, 2017 
 

Successful Central Swing Vaults Portland  
Winterhawks In Latest Poll,  
Cody Glass Gets CHL Player Of The Week 
 
The final week of the Central Swing dealt Portland  
Winterhawks two major accomplishments. First was the 
announcement of Cody Glass as the WHL and CHL Player of the Week. After a monstrous week of points against  
Kootenay, Calgary, Red Deer and Edmonton, Glass finally got the nod as the Hawks first inductee this season. The  
Winterhawks also vaulted up the rankings of the CHL poll landing at number two, a two-place jump from last week.  
Sarnia continues to lead the poll as Moose Jaw and Swift Current in the WHL dropped a few places as did Blainville- 
Boisbriand from the QMJHL. The poll was very volatile this week with three new additions, two from the QMJHL and one 
from the OHL. Portland remains only one of three teams to be in the poll, which is put together by a panel of NHL scouts. 
 
The Hawks headed to Lethbridge, Alberta to face a Hurricanes team that had also been on a bit of a recent winning 
streak, though still not a .500 team. The way they played against Portland in the first period, youôd think the Hawks would 
run away with the game. Lethbridge goaltender Stuart Skinner was the difference as he turned aside 16 Portland shots 
in that period, while Cole Kehler faced just three. Early in the second period, two straight Lethbridge penalties led to 
goals as Illijah Colina and Henri Jokiharju opened a 2- 0 lead. Jordy Bellerive replied for the Canes just over two minutes 
after Jokiharjuôs goal and it would remain that way until the third period. Cody Glass would add to the Hawks lead again 
on the powerplay, which went 3 for 5 in the game. However, Portland couldnôt hold the lead as the Hurricanes hit up the 
Hawks for two powerplay goals as Zane Franklin and Bellerive with his second of the game within a minute of each  
other, tied it up and sent it to overtime. Lethbridge ended the game with two goals on five powerplay opportunities. 
 
Despite Portland getting the only three shots on net during the overtime, the score remained tied and headed for a 
shootout. It took seven rounds before a winner was decided. Joachim Blichfeld was the only scorer for the Hawks while 
Jordy Bellerive and Zane Franklin replied for Lethbridge to hand the Hawks their first defeat on the swing and first in 
eleven games. Portland held a decisive 47-24 shots on goal but just could not get to Skinner often enough. 
 
The final game of the swing was in Medicine Hat, Alberta with the Central Division leading Tigers with a 15-9 record 
hosting on a Wednesday night. The Tigers had lost their last two games, but had won seven of their last ten. Portland hit 
the powerplay early in the contest and Cody Glass made the most of it, scoring just thirty seconds into the man ad-
vantage. Just over two minutes later, Gary Haden would tie the game for the Hat after Cole Kehler lost sight of the puck 
and could not recover in time. Six minutes later, Mason Mannek stripped a Medicine Hat defenseman in front of the net 
which he forced up to Jake Gricius in front of the net and he made no mistake with it, to get Portland back into the lead. 
 
The second period saw Medicine Hatôs Max Gerlach tie the score with just over two minutes remaining in the period, the 
only one where the Tigers held the lead in shots on goal. In the third period, Portlandôs Joachim Blichfeld found a  
wraparound attempt surprise Hollett just over a minute into the period to re-establish the lead and from there, the Hawks 
defended at every opportunity. Up 3-2 with less than two minutes remaining, the Tigers pulled goaltender Jordan Hollett 
for an extra attacker and got some pucks into the Hawks zone, however the Hawks were able to clear. After a few mad 
scrambles in the Tigerôs zone, Cody Glass fired a shot from the right point, over a defenderôs stick into the empty net to 
put the Hawks ahead by two. With less than a minute remaining, the Tigers tried the man advantage again and were 
able to get in the Hawks zone, but could not get the shots through. 
 
Mason Mannek forced the puck to the Portland side of center ice and fired a drifter that found the back of the open net to 
close the game with the final score at 5-2. The Hawks outshot the Tigers 38-31 and both teams were one for three on 
the powerplay. Goaltender Cole Kehler and Joachim Blichfeld for the Hawks were the number three and two stars with 
Jordan Hollett given the gameôs first star. 
 
With the win, the Hawks have 41 points in 25 games, which puts them atop the WHL league standings as Moose Jaw 
Warriors, also with 41 points, have played one more game. 
 
The Hawks now head back to Portland after going with a very successful five and one record on the swing and get a few 
days off playing as they await the Saskatoon Blades at the Moda Center on Sunday night in their only appearance of the 
season. That night will also be the Toy Drive at the game as attendees are asked to bring a new. unwrapped toy to the 
game. There will also be a mini-shop where fans can buy toys to be donated to the cause. 
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OREGON SPORTS NEWS 

By Stuart Kemp 
December 4, 2017 
 

Glass Nabs Top Award In The CHL,  
Portland Winterhawks Gets Bladed 
 
The road trip from Alberta ended with the Portland Winterhawks nabbing 
eleven of twelve points and provided a solid cushion atop the US Division 
standings and got them within nipping distance of the Moose Jaw Warriors 
for the overall lead as the Warriors played a few extra games to keep their 
now very slim lead. 
 
As the Hawks approached home, there came word of Cody Glass receiving the CHL Player of the Month award. Glass, 
who had been drafted sixth overall in the 2017 NHL draft and signed shortly thereafter, amassed 26 points in 12 games 
including a 5-game point streak toward the end of November and recorded points in all 12 games played in November. 
He was announced as the CHL winner after capturing the WHL On the Run Player of the Week ending in November. 
 
The Hawks, after battling a tough Central Swing tour of six games in nine nights, came home to start a whirlwind five 
game in nine night run with three games at home and two back to back away games. Portland would start it off at home 
with a game against the Saskatoon Blades, who had been winless in their US Division swing thus far. On the same 
night, the Hawks welcomed the Les Schwab Fox 12 Toy Drive as they looked to collect a number of toys for the drive 
ending in mid-December. 
 
The best part of the night was the over 2,000 toys collected at the Moda Center which will go to a variety of local area 
charities for Christmas. Either Saskatoon was very good on this night, or Portland took them way too lightly. Shane Far-
kas made the start in net for Portland and held the Blades scoreless in the first period; the same could be said for Nolan 
Maier in the Saskatoon net. The second period appeared to be the undoing for the Hawks as a costly penalty to John 
Ludvig gave the Blades their only powerplay goal of the game and the only goal the Blades really needed. 
 
Things got a bit rough for the Hawks as two scraps resulted in Portlandôs top line scorers Sklyer McKenzie being off the 
ice for 17 minutes and Keiffer Bellows getting ejected from the game for a separate scrap. Without the two, the burden 
fell to other members of the Hawks, who despite a 48-42 shots on goal difference, couldnôt find the back of the net. Odd-
ly, that would be the end of the penalties with the Blades going 1 for 2 and Portland unable to convert on their three 
chances. Saskatoon would add their second goal of the game late in the second period and add another late in the third 
to take a commanding lead. Portland tried to add strength up front as they pulled Farkas for the extra attacker with just 
under two minutes left in the game, but couldnôt convert and allowed Saskatoon an empty net goal with about thirty sec-
onds left to close the scoring and hand the Hawks only their second shutout defeat of the season. 
 
The Hawks will have no time to dwell on the loss as they hit the road for games Tuesday in Vancouver, BC and Wednes-
day in Everett before returning to Portland to play in order the same two teams Friday and Saturday. The Saturday game 
will be the annual Teddy Bear Toss where thousands of plush toys will hit the ice following Portlandôs first goal. Once 
that game is over, the Hawks will play just three more games as they head to the Christmas break. They will feature a 
home and home series with the Spokane Chiefs and an away game versus the Everett Silvertips. 
 
 

Photo by Chad Baker 

SHAP-WITH-A-
HAWK  
PHOTOS 

COURTESY OF 
 

RICHARD THOMAS 
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BLADES GET WIN AT WINTERHAWKS EXPENSE 
By Paul Danzer 
December 3, 2017 
 
Controversial goal, fights mar Portland's 4-0 home defeat adminis-
tered by Saskatoon. 
 
After an 11-win November and successful swing through the 
Western Hockey League Central Division, the Portland Winter-
hawks could not carry that momentum into their first December 
game. 

The Saskatoon Blades scored a controversial first goal. and 16-
year-old goalie Nolan Maier posted a 48-save shutout as the 
Hawks were beaten 4-0 on Sunday in front of 7,185 fans at Moda Center. 

Portland (20-5-0-1) lost in regulation for the first time since suffering a 3-2 home defeat to Everett on Oct. 29. The 
Hawks lead the Western Conference by two points over Victoria and top the U.S. Division by eight points over Spo-
kane. 

Saskatoon (11-14-2-1) is last in the East Division. 
 
The Winterhawks played more than half the game without their top line. A pair of fights 6:40 into the second period 
resulted in a game misconduct penalty for Kieffer Bellows and 17 minutes of penalty time for Skyler McKenzie.  

Saskatoon took a 1-0 lead 6:02 into the second period on its first power play. The goal was scored when the puck 
appeared to be whacked out of goalie Shane Farkas' glove as the whistle blew. After review, the goal was awarded 
to Josh Paterson. 

Moments later, Portland lost two-thirds of its top line. 

Saskatoon defenseman Mark Rubinchik collided low with Cody Glass as the Hawks entered the Blades' zone. 
McKenzie reacted by jumping onto Rubinchik. Bellows joined the fray, fighting with Saskatoon's Chase Woulters. 

Bellows and Woulters received game misconduct penalties. In addition to his fighting penalty, McKenzie was as-
sessed two minutes for instigating and a 10-minute misconduct. 
 
"I saw Cody went down, and I thought it was a lot more serious than it was. I just jumped in right away to his de-
fense," McKenzie said. "It was a good, spirited tilt (with Rubinchik)." 

Even before losing McKenzie and Bellows, the Hawks seemed a bit off. Saskatoon had an early 11-2 edge in 
shots. 

"I think it was a little bit of the trip for sure," Winterhawks coach Mike Johnston said, noting that the team arrived 
back in Portland at 1 p.m. Thursday after playing Wednesday night in Medicine Hat. "I didn't think we were sharp 
tonight. The first goal means everything in a game that's that tight." 

The Blades took a 2-0 lead 14:13 into the second period. Braylon Shmyr intercepted an outlet pass, then put in a 
rebound of a Paterson shot. 

Portland pushed in the third period and finished with an 18-7 shots edge over the final 20 minutes. But Cameron 
Hebig scored through traffic from the high slot with four minutes left, then added an empty-net goal in the final mi-
nute. 
 
Shmyr finished with a goal and three assists, Paterson had a goal and two assists, and Hebig had an assist to go 
with his two goals. 

Farkas was solid in net and finished with 38 saves for Portland, but he suffered his third loss in six starts this sea-
son as the backup to Cole Kehler. 

Sunday's game was the first of five in seven nights for the Winterhawks. They play Tuesday at Vancouver, 
Wednesday at Everett and then are home for games Friday against Vancouver and Saturday against Everett. 
 

Photo by Chad Baker 
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About AmazonSmile 
 
What is AmazonSmile?  
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, youôll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 
purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to 
support.  

 
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-3086678  from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to 
return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  

 
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?  
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked ñEligible 
for AmazonSmile donationò on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 
renewals are not currently eligible.  

 
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same.  

 

Amazon.com donates to your 
Portland Winterhawks Booster Club Inc  
when you shop @AmazonSmile.  

 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-3086678  

 
#YouShopAmazonGives 

 
 

WINTERHAWKS TEAM BUS 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-3086678
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Broadcast 
 

Catch all the Winterhawks action on our App! 
 
All of the regular season and playoff action can be heard live over-the-air on by using the Winterhawks smartphone app. 
We are excited to announce a continuation of the Portland vs Seattle television schedule on Portlandôs CW 32 
(Comcast 3 / 703HD) with nine games this season including Saturday, September 30 from the Moda Center 
and Saturday, October 7 from Seattle. 
 
The Winterhawks Radio Network broadcasts of home and away games can be heard exclusively online at 
Winterhawks.com and the Winterhawks App for Apple and Android devices. The free Winterhawks App is available for 
download now at the iTunes App Store and Google Play Store. Streaming technology has improved leaps and bounds 
in the last few years and we are excited to provide a quality listener experience with more Winterhawks and Western 
Hockey League content as we move into the future. 

 
Evan Richardson joins the WInterhawks as the play-by-play voice for the 
Winterhawks 2017-18 season. 
 
Richardson, a native of Toronto, Canada, comes from calling games at 
the University of Toronto Menôs and Womenôs Varsity Blues hockey teams. A 
graduate of Torontoôs College of Sports Media, also comes from working at TSN, 
Canadaôs equivalent to ESPN. At TSN, he was a writer on the stationôs flagship 
show, SportCentre, as well as Thatôs Hockey 2Nite. 
 
Richardson will broadcast the remaining Winterhawks games this season. Andy 
Kemper, who graciously took on the interim broadcaster role early this season, will 
resume his position as color analyst during Winterhawks home games. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Andy Kemper returns to the analystôs chair for team broadcasts in 2016-17, 
where he began in 2004 before becoming the play-by-play voice for several 
seasons. 
 
A native Oregonian, Kemper attended the first-ever Winterhawk game in October 
of 1976 at the age of 10 and was hooked. After over 20 years as a fan and 
season ticket holder, Kemper joined the broadcast crew as the color analyst in 
2004-05 working alongside Dean ñScooterò Vrooman. When Vrooman retired 
prior to the 2007-08 season, Kemper slid over to the play-by-play chair. 
 
A self-proclaimed ñstats geekò, Kemper tracks a variety of statistics that help add 
another depth to his broadcasts. In addition to his hockey radio duties, Kemper 
also works full time as a software salesman in the electronic design automation 
market. 
 
Kemper resides in Hillsboro with his wife Vicki and daughter Aiden. 

Evan Richardson  
Media Relations and  
Broadcast Manager  

Andy Kemper  
Radio Analyst 
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By Samantha Meese 

The Natives Are Restless 
Itôs that festive time of year when things get interesting around these parts. 
Between the holiday promo games, the December slump, World Juniors and the 
trade deadline, thereôs no shortage of Winterhawks things to chatter about: 
 
Trade yaô:  Iôve been a Winterhawks fan since high school. Iôve covered the team on Oregonlive since 2010.  I have 
never seen the entire WHL go all in like this. Everybody is loading up for the playoffs in epic fashion. Most teams are 
buyers, acquiring one huge player in trade for multiple players and picks. Itôs always a gamble, because one player 
alone canôt save the day. However, if you trade multiple players and picks, that just might. Case in point: The Swift 
Current Broncos and the Lethbridge Hurricanes made a blockbuster trade that was the hockey equivalent of the 
Louisiana Purchase. That will change the course of the future for both teams. They arenôt the only ones:  
 
Magic trick:  The Winterhawks pulled their own rabbit out of a hat with a nine-player deal right at the deadline. 
The team has acquired defenseman Dennis Cholowski and goalie Ty Taylor from the Prince George Cougars. In 
exchange the Cougars will receive Ilijah Colina, Connor Bowie, a 1

st
 round and 3

rd
 round pick in 2020 and a 2

nd
 round 

pick in 2018 and 2019 and a conditional sixth-round draft pick in the 2019 draft. Cholowski was named captain of the 
Cougars on November 21, 2017 and was invited to Team Canadaôs World Junior selection camp.  
 
 Itôs a team effort: Dennis Cholowski is a huge acquisition, but itôs important to remember that one player canôt save 
a whole team. They must do that together. I interviewed Brad Ross many years ago about what helped contribute to 
the teamôs turnaround after the notorious season when they won only 11 games. His answer: ñWe just decided that 
wasnôt going to happen anymore. We were done losing.ò  Indeed, it appears our current Winterhawks have done the 
same. Exhibit A: The two games following that rock-bottom Spokane loss were both never-say-die wins.  Both game 
winning goals were scored by lesser known but well-liked players. Thereôs more to this team than top lines and 
blockbuster trades. Case closed.  

Careful what you wish for: On my O-Live blog, I made a joke about the WHL bending its rules to let Seth Jarvis 
stay for more than the limit of five games. I had forgotten about the special circumstances where a team can request 
an extension. In this case, the gap created by World Junior players and injuries gave the Winterhawks a chance to 
request that he stay longer. As of Tuesday night, Seth was still with the team. After this extended look, I can clearly 
see that the Winterhawksô future is secure.  
 
Do the math: After December, the other hot topic of the day is ñwhat is the Winterhawksô chance of making it to 
playoffs, through the second round of playoffsò blah, blah, blah. Itôs a long season and nobody can say for sure how 
far a team will go or not.  Besides, I love a good comeback story about the team that nobody believed in or had lost 
faith in. I love shootouts and last-minute goals like the one Jake Gricius scored in Everett. Because players arenôt a 
math equation. They are human beings, after all. Case in point: Check out the Winterhawks videos about how Mason 
Mannek and Jake combined to score that game-winning goal in Everett. It has exactly nothing to do with a calculated 
strategy. It was raw instinct, plain and simple. Thatôs why my only prediction is this: If they do go all the way, itôs going 
to be some, knock-down, drag out, last minute, ñdid he just do that?ò heroics that change the game.  My moneyôs on 
Kieffer Bellows and his signature move of scoring two goals, the second of which is usually the game-winner. Or a 
rookie who will cement his place in history. Either way, really.  

MacKenzie with an A: Welcome to Lukus MacKenzie, who was acquired from the Red Deer Rebels on 
January 8. In return, the Winterhawks have given the Rebels a sixth-round pick in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft.  
Chances I will spell either his first and/or last name wrong at least once this season: 100%. On a related note: Mark 
my words. The day is coming when I will inevitably refer to Shane Farkas as Scut Farkus, the dreaded bully from ñA 
Christmas Story.ò  
 
Moral of the story: Itôs hockey. Iôm keeping it simple. Keep calm and, as the Aussie Rules Football officials say, 
ñPlay on!ò  
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ROOKIE PROFILE 

By Samantha Meese 
 
 
Rookie Profile:  Clay Hanus 
 
Hometown: Excelsior, MN.   
 
Birthday: March 25, 2001.  
 
Good things come to those who wait: By now, youôve probably all heard of 
Silvertips goalie Carter Hartôs darn-near obsession with leaving the ice last. 
Portlandôs own version of that is Clay. He is always the last player off the ice 
at practice. Thatôs not a superstition. Itôs just a great sign of Clayôs exceptional 
work ethic at a young age.  
 
My take: If you like Clay as a player, youôll like him as a person too. On the ice: Get ready kids, heôs just getting start-
ed. The best is yet to come.  
 
Fun fact: Portland Winterhawks rookies must sit in the front of the bus. Clayôs seatmate and best buddy this sea-
son is the subject of next monthôs rookie profile, Reece Newkirk.  
 
What do you think of Portland? 
Itôs a good city. Itôs a lot of fun. The [Winterhawks] are good guys and a good team.  
 
What are your goals for the season (team and/or personal)? 
To win the Memorial Cup and be the best that we can be.  
 
I see that youôve been playing on the special teams during the holidays while some players were away. What 
was that like? 
I liked it. Itôs a good opportunity.  
 
What do you do for fun in your downtime here in Portland? 
I watch Netflix.  
 
Speaking of movies and TV, what was the last movie you saw and how would you rate it? 
Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle. It was funny, with Jack Black. I give it a 7 out of 10.  
 
What do you do for fun in the off-season? Do you work out and train? 
I train and go on the lake with my friends. 
 
Editorôs Note: Clay is a rare breed among hockey players: He doesnôt play golf. Really.  
  
What has been the biggest change, challenge or difference in transitioning to the WHL? 
 The depth of the team. Everyone is good. 
 
What do you do to entertain yourself on the long road trips?  
Netflix and sleep.  
 
What is the most embarrassing song on your mobile device? 
ñFireworkò by Katy Perry.  
 
Who is your favorite NHL player?  
Kris Letang.  
 
What is the best part of being a Winterhawk?   
Itôs all good, and being with the boys.   
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OREGON SPORTS NEWS 

By Stuart Kemp 
December 7, 2017 
 
Portland Winterhawksô Streak Hits Three With A Giants 
Loss And Being Clawed By The Silvertips 
 
With a shutout loss looming from their last home game ver-
sus the Saskatoon Blades, perhaps a change of scenery 
would help with a two-game mini road trip to Canada and 
Washington State with games against the Vancouver Gi-
ants and then the Everett Silvertips. 
 
Starting in British Columbia, the Portland Winterhawks would face a Giants team that has struggled in recent years and 
could provide the fodder for the Hawks latest loss. However, the Giants had other plans. The first period saw the Hawks 
dominate the shot clock with a 14-6 advantage, but it was the Giants who scored on two of those shots to take the lead 
at the end of the first period. Owen Hardy scored midway through the first connecting on a Dawson Holt pass in the front 
of the net while the Giants were shorthanded to open the scoring. With just a minute and a half left in the period, Hardy 
found his way free again and put the home team up by two. The Giants had taken a couple of penalties in the first peri-
od, which the Hawks used to get some chances, but couldnôt find the back of the net. 
 
The second period saw the Giants take a boarding penalty, which resulted in the highly potent Portland powerplay get-
ting back to work. Less than a minute into the powerplay, Kieffer Bellows and Joachim Blichfeld stretched out goaltender 
David Tendeck and fed a pass to Cody Glass who fired into the open net to cut the lead in half. The Giants outshot the 
Hawks 16 to 12 and set the stage for a strong third period. After the Hawks had some strong pressure in the Giants 
zone, Owen Hardy started a rally that eventually found its way to Aidan Barfoot at the side of the net to make it 3-1. Im-
mediately the Hawks went down to the Vancouver zone and poured on the pressure and fired at will, but were dumb-
founded by Tendeck. While pinching in the zone, Vancouver was able to get the puck rushed up ice and in similar fash-
ion to the third Giants goal. James Malm finished off the play with a shot to Cole Kehlerôs left and the Giants led 4-1. 
 
The Giants took a tripping penalty and on the ensuing powerplay, Keoni Texeira set up Brad Ginnell who instead passed 
the puck to Alex Overhardt, whose initial attempt appeared to be stopped by a sprawling Tendeck, only to find Overhardt 
still had the puck and banked a shot off of Tendeckôs skate to make it a two-goal game. The next ensuing rush by the 
Hawks was run by Brad Ginnell who found Joachim Blichfeld and he wired his shot past Tendeck to pull the Hawks with-
in one. Less than twelve seconds later, Tyler Benson slid a pass to Ty Ronning, who simply directed the puck into the 
open net past Kehler to restore their two-goal lead. The Hawks pulled Kehler with just under two minutes left in the game 
and despite incredible pressure, were unable to get any more goals and fell 5-3 to the Giants. Portland outshot the Gi-
ants 46-38 and went 2 for 4 on the powerplay while blanking the Giants on their three powerplay chances. 
 
The Hawks then headed south to face the Everett Silvertips, whose stingy goaltending in Carter Hart had given them a 
five-game winning streak. Hart was the recipient of the WHL Goaltender of the Week and has helped the Tips to wins in 
eight of their last ten games. The Hawks had a tough time adjusting to the Tips in the opening period but were able to 
escape with no goals to either side.  The period became very physical, culminating in a fight between the Hawksô Laynee 
Gilliss and Dawson Butt. 
 
Things did not get easier in the second period as an early goal by Patrick Bajkov gave the Tips the lead. Cole Kehler 
received a rare delay of game penalty and the Tips capitalized with Jake Christiansen finishing off the play to put the 
Tips up by two. The physical play continued with yet another scrap featuring Reece Newkirk and Gianni Fairbrother, 
which essentially eliminated them from most of the third period.  Near the end of the period. Matt Fonteyne scored for 
Everett to give them a commanding lead. 
 
The third period saw Bajkov score his second of the game just over five minutes in which sent Cole Kehler from the 
game and replaced by Shane Farkas. The physical game continued which included a battle between John Ludvig and 
Sean Richards which was far more explosive than the Gilliss / Butt fight, but was ruled only as roughing minors. Ludvig 
also received a minor for high sticking which the Hawks killed off. With just over a minute left in the game, Recce 
Newkirk was checked into the boards in the Everett zone, but found a way to get back to the puck from Brad Ginnell and 
lifted it lightly over the pad of Carter Hart to break the shutout. The continued bad blood carried into the final seconds of 
the game with a great of chirping back and forth between the players on the ice with both Jake Gricius and Luke Ormsby 
given misconducts to end the game. The Winterhawks goal was as of this writing, being credited to Joachim Blichfeld, 
but it appears he never touched the puck and a change should appear in an updated scoring summary. 
 

 
 Continued on Page 14 Photo by Chad Baker 
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NOVEMBER IS ñSHOP-WITH-A-HAWKò MONTH 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

 
ñGENERAL OR ASSIGNED MONATARY DONATIONS or DONATIONS IN-KINDò  
Any donations are tax-deductible when donating to the Booster Club.  If you have any 
questions, please contact John Fisher at the Booster Club Membership Table at any 
home game.  You do not have to be a member to donate and receive a tax  
deduction.  Your generosity is appreciated, Thank you. 

 
 
 

SHOP-WITH-A-HAWK 
GIVING THOSE IN NEED A CHRISTMAS 
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THE PORTLAND CW32 

The full television schedule for the 2017-18 season is 
as follows: 
Saturday, September 30, Seattle at Portland, 6:00 
p.m. 
Saturday, October 7, Portland at Seattle, 6:05 p.m. 
Saturday, December 30, Portland at Seattle, 6:05 p.m. 
Sunday, December 31, Seattle at Portland, 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 13, Seattle at Portland, 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, February 10, Portland at Seattle, 6:05 p.m. 
Sunday, February 11, Seattle at Portland, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 4, Portland at Seattle 5:05 p.m. 
Saturday, March 17, Portland at Seattle, 6:05 p.m. 

The Winterhawks Boys  and local youth players in Bend,  
Oregon at Deschutes Brewery Public House 

The Winterhawks and Friends of Trees staff 
at todays service site at Sandy River Delta 

Park 
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OREGON SPORTS NEWS  (Continued from Page 11) 
 
The Hawks were outshot in every period, falling 45-29 and being shut out on both powerplays while giving up a goal on 
four Everett powerplays. The loss is the third straight for the Hawks, which ties with the longest losing streak of the year, 
which incidentally came just prior to the Hawks extended winning string. 
 
Portland comes home now to face the same two teams at Veterans Memorial Coliseum on Friday and Saturday and 
hope for a far better result than the road showed them.  The Saturday game will feature the annual Teddy Bear Toss 
where fans get to thrown stuffed animals and other plush toys onto the ice to be collected for many charities. The aver-
age of 10,000-15,000 stuffed toys is expected at the game, which makes for an incredible sight. 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


