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Editorõs Notes 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE    
http://www.pwhbc.com 

Presidents Message  
ôTis the Season to make those appeals for tax-deductible 
contributions: 
  
The first charitable program is the SHOP-WITH-A-HAWK 
program for underprivileged children in our community.  
This is where your Booster Club donates $100.00 per 
child to go shopping at Fred Meyerôs for school supplies, 
clothing and Christmas toys.  The children are paired with 
our Hawks playerôs for this very memorable and fun 
program.  Last year was our first season sponsoring this 
program with our partners the Portland Police Sunshine 
Division, Fred Meyerôs and of course the Portland 
Winterhawks Hockey Club and it was a tremendous 
success.  We need to raise $3,000.00 for this project 
before November 10, 2014 .  All Contributions are Tax-
Deductible. 
  
We will be having a ñcanned food drive ò for the 
Sunshine Division on Sunday, Nov 16, 2014..  We will 
also have a clothing drive on Sunday, Dec 7th, 2014.of 
new and gently used clothing -  especially socks, warm 
coats, pants and shirts -  for the Portland Sunshine 
Division.  So please start saving clothing items as well as 
canned foods for these events.  Both of these events 
were also tremendously successful these past two 
seasons. 
  
The last giving opportunity is for the Playerôs Christmas 
Gift Bags  for which the last day for giving is Saturday, 
December 6, 2014 .  In the past the membership has 
requested the opportunity to give a small bag of goodies 
as a ñthank youò to the playerôs before Christmas break.  
We ask that you bring thirty (30) of the same store 
bought items, e.g., pre-packaged nut bars, breakfast 
bars, cookies, candies, toiletries, etc., for this event.  
  
These programs are only successful because of your 
generous giving throughout the season.  The Portland 
Winterhawks Booster Club membership has always been 
responsive to these positive and enriching opportunities. 
Thank you!  

Continued on Page 3 
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HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER  -  OCTOBER 2014  

Here we are about a month into the season and 

things definitely have a different feel to them. It's not 

to say it's bad at all, just different - and really, in all 

honesty, it should feel that way. 

 

After going several games without a full 

complement of players, the roster is virtually set 

with the arrival of Nic Petan, that last Hawks player 

at an NHL camp  - now the games can now go on in 

earnest.  

 

The Booster Club meanwhile, has been very busy 

indeed, planning out events, working with the team, 

and of course on game nights! We have been very 

fortunate to have such a strong membership and 

faithful people to be supportive even when the chips 

appear to be slightly down. Membership remains 

strong, fast approaching 500 again and we'd love to 

see it even higher. We have had moderate success 

with the new 100 square contest, a bit different than 

the chips nightly, this mostly owing to the ever-

changing roster, but still a great something to try out. 

I guess on my part, I'm glad I didn't win on some of 

those nights with 9-2 scores or 8-3 always in favor of 

the opposition. We've had some good winners on the 

game though and we're 

keeping it for a bit longer. 

Incidentally, the Booster 

Club Program continues to 

be a great source of  
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Booster Club Fan Bus Trips  
(PLEASE CALENDAR THESE DATES) 

 

Saturday, Nov 29, 2014  - Tri-Cities Americans 
 

Thursday, Jan 15 thru Monday, Jan 19, 2015 
North to Prince George via Cache Creek 

 
Saturday, Mar 21, 2015  -  Seattle 

 

Dates, Times, Players and  
Venues Subject to Change, please check at the Booster 

Club Table for updates! 

Booster Club General Membership Meetings  
2014-15 Hockey Season 

Board Members @ 4:00 pm 
General Membership @ 4:30 pm 

 
Saturday, Oct 11, 2014 vs. Seattle (MC) 

Saturday, Nov 8, 2014 vs. Kamloops (unk) 
Saturday, Dec 6, 2014 vs. Everett (VMC) 

Saturday, Jan 10, 2015 vs. Vancouver (VMC) 
Saturday, Feb 21, 2015 vs. Lethbridge (VMC) 

Saturday, Mar 21, 2014 vs. Prince George (VMC) 
 

February  -  Nominations and March  -  Elections 
ALL TIMES AND VENUES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER  
 

John Fisher, Editor 
Caroline Thurston, Co-Editor 
Margaret ñMaggieò Allee, Co-Editor  

 
2013 - 14 Board of Directors  

 

President  -  Stuart Kemp 
Vice President  -  Holly Thorpe 
Corporate Secretary  -  John Fisher 
Treasurer  -  MaryEllen Brown 
Corresponding Secretary  -  Cathy Kemp 
Sgt at Arms  -  Ron Spencer 
Council Member  -  Jim Majorowicz 
Council Member  -  Margaret ñMaggieò Allee 
Council Member  -  Megan Waletich 
Council Member  -  Richard Thomas 
Council Member  -  Elke Thomas 
Council Member  -  Marilyn Barnhart 

2013-14  
DONALD D. ICKES MEMORIAL TROPHY  
MOST POPULAR PLAYER OF THE YEAR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

 
#28 - BRENDAN LEIPSIC  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

Portland Winterhawks Booster Club (PWHBC) 
Post Office Box 6768 

Portland, Oregon 97228-6768 
 

 Website:  www.pwhbc.com 
Email:  ñpwhbc@comcast.netò  

Twitter.com  -  ñPWHBCò  
Facebook.com:  -  ñPortland Winterhawks Booster Clubò and at 

ñPortlandWinterhawks BoosterClubò 
 

At All Home Games Staff Are Available at the Booster Club Table  
 
 

HAWKEY TALK NEWSLETTER  
 

Email:  HAWKEYTALK@gmail.com 
 

FM RADIO ASSIGNMENTS IN VENUES:  VMC 87.9  / MC (RG) 98.1  
 

BOOSTER CLUB LOCATIONS:  VMC ñCCò / MC ñA-12ò 

Your Portland Winterhawks Booster Club has won the 
top award for ñNon-Profit Transparencyò and ranks 
within the top 3,000 of the tens-of-thousands of Non-
Profits Nationwide. 
Check out www.pwhbc.com and ñclickò on the 
GuideStar Box at the top of the page for details. 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: (Continued from Page 1) 

 
information for new fans,  as well as the more experienced, 

plus you could win tickets to an upcoming game. Buy one at 

the door, the Booster Club table or on the concourse.  

 

Our trips continue to be the envy of most clubs. We continue to 

locate trips to Canada that are unique. We didn't have to look 

very far when the schedule came out as the Victoria dates were 

split into different months and the Kelowna trip was much too 

early in the season. It turns out that Prince George is the place 

we are headed to and we are about three-quarters to filling the 

bus. 15 years ago, before games aired on the net, the only way 

to see an away game was to travel. 6 buses at that time 

infiltrated Prince George. While it'd be nice to have that many 

people go, logistically it'd be a nightmare. We'll stick with one 

bus, fill it and make it sound like 6 buses worth at the CN 

Centre. Jump on board wonôt you? 

 

Local trips to Kennewick and Seattle round out the bill for the 

year and we need to get at least 30 people onboard to make it 

go! See us at the table for more info and to sign up. 

 

Have you seen that we have the new office organizers, $5 plus 

gift box? Check them out at the table along with earplugs $1.00 

should you feel the noise is a bit too much. 

 

You'll see in this issue, the dates of the Winterhawks events. 

The Booster Club will attend the Burgerville and Les Schwab 

events and will look at what we can do for the Buffalo Wild 

Wings events. Either way, come out and show your support for 

the team. More bodies shows the sponsor that the fans do care 

about the team and its players and they will continue to assist 

the team. 

 
As far as Booster Club special events are concerned, we have 

our SHOP WITH A HAWK event coming up a bit early this 

season and we really need your support. The event costs about 

$3000 to put on and it aids some great area kids, develops 

bonds with the players and showcases the Booster Club. When 

you see the Shop With A Hawk Box at the Booster Club table 

please kick in something. If your something is a bit larger, stop 

by the membership table so we can issue a tax letter. 

 

We are also looking to do a Food Drive and Keep Portland 

Warm Night in Mid November/ early December and we want 

your support for that as well. We'll confirm the dates and post 

on Facebook, Twitter and our eBlasts and update at the next 

meeting. 

 
Thank you again for your 

continued support and we'll see 

you at the game! 

 

 

GO HAWKS! 
 

 

Player Appearance Schedule  

All Player Appearance are subject to  

Changes in Dates, Times or Players  

 

BURGERVILLE  

All Appearance are from 5:30 to 7:30 pm  

 

Gresham  -  Tuesday, Oct 28 , 2014  

Hawthorne  -  Tuesday, Feb 3, 2015  

Schollôs Ferry  -  Tuesday, March 10, 2015  

 

 

LES SCHWAB  

All Appearance are from 4:30 to 6:00 pm  

 

Vancouver Addresen  -  Wednesday, Oct 8, 2014  

King City  -  Wednesday, November 12, 2014  

Portland (122nd/Division)  -  Wednesday, Jan 21, 2015  

Barbur Boulevard  -  Wednesday, February 11, 2015  

Hillsboro  -  Wednesday, March 4, 2015  

 

 

BUFFALO WILD WINGS  

Away Games Viewing  

Times listed are for Game Starts  

Be there Early  

No Playerôs at these Events 

Rose Budôs and Tom-A-Hawk will be Present  

 

Lloyd Center  -  Friday, Sep 26, 2014  -  7:30 pm  

Hazel Dell  -  Friday, Oct 10, 2014  -  7:35 pm  

Beaverton  -  Wednesday, Oct 22, 2014  -  6:00 pm  

Lloyd Center  -  Friday, Nov 14, 2014  -  7:35 pm  

Hazel Dell  -  Saturday, Dec 13, 2014  -  7:00 pm  

Beaverton  -  Friday, Jan 9, 2015  -  7:00 pm  

Lloyd Center  -  Friday, Feb 6, 2015  -  7:35 pm  

Hazel Dell  -  Friday, Mar 20, 2015  -  7:00 pm  

 

 

TOYOTA METRO AREA DEALERSHIPS  

 

Saturday, Nov 15, 2014  

More Details to Follow by Social Media  

 

_______________________________________ 

 

PHOTO CREDITS COURTESY OF 

 

BRYAN HEIM PHOTOGRAPHY  

DAYNA FJORD  

PORTLAND WINTERHAWKS HOCKEY CLUB  

AND OTHERS AROUND THE RINK  

 

THANK YOU 
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ON THE PORTLAND WINTERHAWKS:  VICTORY AT LAST  
By Samantha Meese  -  The Oregonian  -  October 5, 2014 
 
 
The math : Seattle Thunderbirds 4, Portland Winterhawks 3 in a shootout (Friday). Portland Winterhawks 3, Everett 
Silvertips 2 in overtime (Saturday). 

Number of Tweets expressing excitement that Nic Petan has been reassigned by the Jets : I lost track after 100. 

The name is Bjorkstrand. Oliver Bjorkstrand . If you've never met the deadliest sniper in the WHL, kindly allow me to 
introduce you. Fresh from Columbus Blue Jackets training camp, Oliver promptly proceeded to score his first goal of the 
season as follows in Friday's game: Shorthanded. At the goal line. Backhanded. Over goalie Taran Kozun's shoulder. 
Top shelf. In that order. 

Truth in advertising : Nikita Scherbak, the blockbuster acquisition of the Everett Silvertips' season. 

First prize for warmest and fuzziest photo in the intro video : Jack Flaman, sleeping soundly in his hockey gear, 
including the helmet. Honorable mention: Oliver and Brendan De Jong. 

Standard operating procedure : If rookie Evan Weinger wants to go ahead and score in every game Winterhawks 
game from here on out, I don't think anyone around here will mind. 

Tickets please : I'm all aboard the Skyler McKenzie bandwagon. Ditto for Evan. 

Mercury rising : Alas, the Winterhawks couldn't hold the lead after Paul Bittner scored what could have been Friday's 
game winning goal, but it was a huge step in the right direction. You could feel that a win was close. And so it was on 
Saturday night, when San Jose Sharks prospect Alex Schoenborn scored the game winning goal in overtime, his first of 
the season. The regulation tie on Friday and the win on Saturday gave the team three well-deserved points in the 
standings.  

Welcome to Portland : Alex got a little help from new acquisition Miles Koules. 

Say what ?:  There's one thing I know for sure about how this season will play out; if the ridiculous volume level of the 
music and announcing in the Moda Center continues, I'll be deaf by Christmas. 

Aaaannndddd, they're back : I'd forgotten the meaning of "it's a long way to the top" because the Winterhawks have 
taken the express route for the past four seasons. In reality, all those championships didn't come easy, but the 
Winterhawks made it look effortless. So much so that I'd forgotten what losing felt like for longer than one or two games. 
Victory didn't come easy on Saturday, but nothing worth having ever does. After enduring six straight losses, there's 
another thing I know for sure about this season: I will never again take a single Winterhawks win for granted. Because 
every single win is a precious and beautiful thing. Appreciate accordingly.   
 
Editorôs Note:  Hey Samantha, The Portland Winterhawks Booster Club sells Earplugs for $1.00 
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ROOKIE PROFILE:  SKYLER McKENZIE  

 
By Samantha Meese  
 
*The stats : Skyler signed with the Winterhawks on August 30, 
2013. He made his first appearance in a Winterhawks jersey on 
Dec. 14, 2013 against Seattle and played a total of five games 
during the regular season. Prior to joining the Winterhawks, 
Skyler played 19 games for the Sherwood Park Flyers of the 
AMBHL AAA Bantam League where he earned 18 goals and 
22 assists for 40 points in 2012-13. 
 
Late picks are great picks : The Winterhawks were banned 
from the first five rounds of the 2013 Bantam Draft, but it didnôt 
stop them from picking my early choice for rookie of the year. 
The team waited their turn and picked Skyler in the 8

th
 round of 

the 2013 Bantam Draft, 176
th
 overall.  

 
Tickets please : Iôm all aboard the Skyler McKenzie 
bandwagon. Itôs a moral imperative. #keeper 
 *Source: winterhawks.com 
 
What do you think of Portland so far ? 
I love it. Itôs an amazing city.    
 
Can you tell us a little bit about your family ? 
I have a younger brother who is 12. He also plays hockey back 

home.  

What has been the biggest change, challenge, or 
difference in transitioning to the WHL ? 
The speed and the intensity.   
 
Are you attending a local high school ?  
I go to Milwaukie High School.  
 
Now that you are here in Portland, what are your goals for this season ? 
To win another championship, for sure.   
 
What was your favorite cartoon/TV show growing up ?  
The Teletubbies.  
 
What is the most embarrassing song or musician on your iPod ?  
ñBubblyò by Colbie Caillat. 
 
What was the last movie you saw, and how would you rate it?  
The Maze Runner. Iôd give it 10 out of 11. 
 
After your playing days are over, would you rather coach or become a ref (or something else )? 
A coach. I would like to help people in some way.   

Whatôs the one thing you would tell kids playing hockey, on what it takes to get to the WHL? What would you 
tell them about it takes to get to the next level ? 
Work hard and stick to it.  
 
What is the best part of being a Portland Winterhawk ? 
Being with the guys. Theyôre an amazing group.  
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Hello Hawks fans, 
 
As you read this, thereôs a good chance myself and the team will be on a bus. Weôre a 
week away from departing Portland for a nearly two-week trip through the Eastern 
Division of the WHL, with countless hours to be spent on our bus. 
 
The first leg of our journey will take us from Portland to Calgary, before heading on to 
Moose Jaw for the first of six games. From there itôs off to Brandon, Regina, Swift 
Current, Prince Albert and Saskatoon, before coming all the way back.   
 
It will be a long, grueling trip, but despite all the hours on the bus, itôs a trip Iôm looking 
forward to. Long road trips are always a great bonding opportunity for a team, especially 
with as many new players as we have this season. With the amount of time weôll have 
together, itôll be a chance for players to get to know each other, and for us to get to know 
the players, on a more personal level and to forge connections that will strengthen us as 
a team. 

 
Another reason Iôm looking forward to this trip is to coach in some of the rinks weôll be playing on during the trip. In some 
of the smaller communities in major junior hockey the town revolves around the team, and from what Iôve been told it 
makes for a great atmosphere in those arenas. Thereôs a lot of history in places like Swift Current and Brandon, and itôll 
be a lot of fun to be part of it.  
 
On the ice, one of the most important aspects of the road trip is that itôll be the first extended stretch when we have all 
the players back from NHL training camps and preseason play. As you know we were a little shorthanded to start the 
season, but with the returns of Oliver Bjorkstrand from Columbus and Nic Petan from Winnipeg we finally have our full 
complement of players (minus the injured Blake Heinrich). 
 
Oliver and Nic had the longest stays with their teams, and in speaking with management of the Blue Jackets and Jets, 
both teams were very impressed with what they saw. Not only are Oliver and Nic two dynamic offensive players, but 
both play a full 200-foot game that coaches admire. Columbus and Winnipeg each feel those players have bright futures 
ahead of them.  
 
In addition to the players returning from camps though, we made a trade in late September to acquire Miles Koules from 
the Medicine Hat Tigers. Last season, Miles earned career-highs across the board, and he brings an offensive, up-
tempo style of play to our attack. 
 
Weôre excited to have Miles on board, and he made an immediate impact upon joining the Hawks. His second game 
with us after the trade was in Everett on October 4, and in overtime he led a great rush into the offensive zone and 
generated several scoring chances before Alex Schoenborn ended it with his game-winner.  
 
That was a great win for the team, and personally, it was a thrill to earn my first career win in the WHL.  
 
Iôd like to thank all our fans for the support so far this season, and I look forward to seeing you at the games.  
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As Iôm writing to the booster club this week, the Hawksô record isnôt where all 

of us would like it to be currently. But I have faith that the Hawks will right the 

ship, and will once again be among the elite in the WHL as the season 

progresses. The roster is starting to be solidified, and now itôs time for the 

team to head out onto the longest road trip of the season. Weôll depart next 

Tuesday for Moose Jaw, and the 6-game swing through the WHLôs East 

Division. A trip we only take every other year, I always look forward to seeing 

the sights on the prairies and rinks we rarely see. I thought Iôd share some of 

my favorite things about the various sights and sounds of the eastern swing, 

and what Iôm looking forward to.  

We start off in Moose Jaw, and at the newest arena in the WHL: Mosaic Place. When we last swung 

through in 2012, the arena was brand new and the team was in a rebuilding mode after the graduation of 

Quentin Howden, among others. This yearôs version of the Warriors is seeing an upswing in fortunes, led 

by Braydon Point and Quentinôs younger brother: Brett Howden. Itôs going to be a fun and stern test for 

the Hawks to start the trip, and the building is a favorite of mine to walk around and see how the new 

facility stacks up. 

Next weôll head down the road to the only WHL franchise in Manitoba: The Brandon Wheat Kings. A 

massive facility that hosts rodeos, farming exhibitions, and of course the Wheat Kings, Westman Place is 

a fun stop. I like the rink being attached to the Hotel, as well as various restaurants and other fun 

activities without having to go outside, particularly as the climate in Brandon can be harsh in the winter. 

The Wheat Kings are a favorite to get out of the eastern conference this season, featuring a deep and 

talented roster.  

Next itôll be a couple days off, which are very fun on the road, and give us a chance to explore wherever 

weôre at, based on the trip. Sometimes the team goes bowling, other times itôs curling, but it always leads 

to a bonding experience. Next up will be Regina, and a chance to see one of the best young talents in all 

of hockey: 16 year-old Sam Steel. Itôll be a base as well for the Hawks, as weôll spend a couple days 

downtown in Regina.  

Up next will be the Swift Current Broncos, who just acquired Carter Rigby from Kelowna. Swift Current is 

always a difficult place to play, and they are a team thatôs hard to play against. The identity of the 

Broncos is clearly defined: theyôre hard-nosed, hard-working, and stout 

defensively. With Dillon Heatherington leading the blueline, and Jay Merkley 

lighting it up offensively, itôll be a difficult day trip to Swift Current for the 

Hawks. 

Next, the Hawks will head down the road to Prince Albert. The Raiders are a 

team in transition, and have started the season in a bit of a holding pattern 

due to the impact of decisions by NHL teams on their current stars. Josh 

Morrissey was reassigned by Winnipeg, but high-impact German forward 

Leon Draisaitl appears destined to stick with the Edmonton Oilers.  A small, 

intimate barn with my favorite broadcast location in the whole league (Roughly 

15 feet directly above the penalty boxes), itôs always a fun time calling a game 

in Prince Albert. And itôll be a chance for Layne Viveiros to play in the building 

where his father Emmanuel was a star for the Raiders in the 80ôs. 

Continued on Page  12 

By Todd Vrooman, Radio Announcer and Broadcast Communications  

Manager for the Hawks.  Catch him with Andy Kemper bringing you the best 

of Portland Winterhawks hockey on the radioé 
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By Samantha Meese  

Weôre experiencing technical difficulties. Please stand by.  
 
Where are the Winterhawks and what did you do with them ? Letôs face it; 
losing sucks. Especially when it happens to a good team like the Portland 
Winterhawks, for whom winning has become standard operating procedure.  While the boys experience temporary 
technical difficulties with their scoring touch, fans must stand by.  Itôs times like these that I like to keep busy with 
hobbies that remind me just how awesome this team really is; like plotting my own lines and game strategy for 
success. Itôs my own little Winterhawks fantasy league and it goes like this: 
 
Pick a line, any line . On my Winterhawks dream team, little details like which direction a player shoots, skill level or 
whether heôs a rookie or a veteran would not matter. I have my own secret sauce to building a Winterhawks dream 
team based on three highly scientific and carefully researched criteria: my favorite players, my second favorite 
players and my other favorite players.  
 
Paul Bittner ï Nic Petan  ï Oliver Bjorkstrand. Two veteran NHL-drafted players helping a player whoôs already on 
the early Entry Draft watch lists take his game to the next level. I have two words for you: first round.  
 
Evan Weinger ï Chase De Leo ï Miles Koules.  All three players hail from California. Iôd call them the Beach Boys. 
The marketing possibilities are endless.   
 
Alex Schoenborn ï Dominic Turgeon ï Keegan Iverson. Donôt mess with perfection.  
 
Ethan Price ï Skyler McKenzie ï Tyson Predinchuk. A rookie, a draft-eligible sophomore and a player who joined the 
Winterhawks in the middle of the 2013 ï 2014 season. Theyôd be the Three Bears of junior hockey.  
 
Jack Flaman ï Colton Veloso ï Alex Overhardt.  Colton looks like a good shooter and Alex looks like a good 
playmaker, so Iôd flip their positions. Have no fear of an all-rookie line. They might surprise you. 
 
Anton Cederholm ï Carter Czaikowski. An experienced, NHL-signed, hulking huge defenseman whoôs so intimidating 
he gets penalties just for skating towards a player paired -  with a 5ô8ò rookie with huge potential. Itôs all about 
balance.  
 
Josh Hanson ï Keoni Texeira. A shutdown defenseman and the defending Teddy Bear goal champion. A player who 
likes to pass the puck and a player who likes to shoot the puck. What does it equal? Score!  
 
Brendan De Jong ï Nick Heid. The all-rookie defense pairing. You have one up front, you have to have one on the 

blueline.  

Adin Hill. I love Brendan Burke because when he plays at the top of his game heôs very good. But for now, Iôd start 

the back-up. Itôs good experience and it takes the pressure off Brendan for a bit so he can find his A-game.  

Keep calm and play on . This is my new motto for the season. As the boys work to get their groove back, all of us ï 
coaches, players and fans alike ï could take a cue from former Kelowna Rockets coach Ryan Huska. Dude never 
flinched. Not once. Iôve always believed that showing anger or frustration puts the team at a disadvantage, because 
the opponent knows theyôve got the boys right where they want them. Keeping our cool shows that we know the 
technical difficulties the team is now experiencing are temporary and that the Winterhawks will soon return to their 
regularly scheduled winning program.  
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Tonight is also the first Papa Johnôs Night of the season. Winterhawks fans get 50% off the regular menu price of 
all large pizzas when ordering online and using the promo code HAWKEY. This offer is valid on all Monday 
through Thursday Winterhawks game days! For more information and to view participating locations go to 
winterhawks.com/papajohns.  


